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Robert's Rules of Poker 
by Bob Ciaffone 

(2) HOUSE POLICIES 
decision-making 

5. A ruling may be made regarding a pot if it has been requested before the next deal starts (or before the game either ends or 
changes to another table). Otherwise, the result of a deal must stand. The first riffle of the shuffle marks the start for a deal. 
 

6. If a pot has been incorrectly awarded and mingled with chips that were not in the pot, but the time limit for a ruling request 
given in the previous rule has been complied with, management may determine how much was in the pot by reconstructing 
the betting, and then transfer that amount to the proper player. 
 

7. To keep the action moving, it is possible that a game may be asked to continue even though a decision is delayed for a short 
period. The delay could be needed to check overhead camera tape, get the shift supervisor to give the ruling, or some other 
good reason. In such circumstances, a pot or portion thereof may be impounded by the house while the decision is pending. 

 


